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Navigating This
Document

This document is an interactive PDF. You will find
buttons that you can press to open additional windows
to read information, play audio clips, watch videos,
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Buttons appear as a variety of icons on the
background images, designed appropriately for the
content behind them. Some elements have multiple

layers of interactivity available.
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@ [ TRANSFER L
. A Research Timeline -

4. Learner and Environment: 2012

Research finds that transfer occurs in the
interaction between learner and
environment (Composition Forum, volume 26)

2. Breakthrough: 1992 5. Sites of Transfer: 2014

Research finds that context and Research finds that transfer occurs across

the complexitg.f of the task influence disparate contexts (Yancey, Robertson,
transfer (Perkins and Salomon) Taczak)

Understanding a Research Timeline

Transfer has been studied for over a century. Understanding the history of the road
to the TET curriculum, and Yancey's other work in transfer-related research, is
essential. Click the link above to view the full infographic.




TRANSCRIPT FOR WRITING ACROSS
CONTEXTS

Hello! I am going to be talking about Writing Across Context, a book near dear
and to my heart, as | am one of the co-authors on it. | am Kara Taczak, the other
co-authors are Kathleen Blake Yancey and Liane Robertson.

The book is about to turn 10 years old in 2024 so we're about to celebrate this
big milestone for it celebrating the decade anniversary of it coming up here so
very exciting for that, and so I'm just gonna get into a quick overview summary
of what the book is all about and touch on a couple other quick points about it.

The first thing that | wanted to mention is the book one two national awards, the
first was the Council of Writing Program Administrators Best Book Award in 2016,
and it also won the Conference College Composition and Communication
Research Impact award in 2015, so very exciting to have one both of those
awards. So what is the book about? Well we focused on three first year
composition curricular to determine the efficacy of each finding that one them,
The TFT or Teaching for Transfer curriculum, supported students transfer of
writing knowledge and practice and ways of the other curriculum one and
expressive is curriculum and the other a media cultural studies curriculum did
not. It also provides a pretty comprehensive view of the research on transfer of
writing knowledge and practice in that moment so in 2014. Additionally, it also
provides the three signature interlocking components of TFT, the first being the
key terms, the second systematic focus on reflection, which includes readings
and activities and assignment, and the third the student’s development of a
theory writing that they can use to frame new writing situations. And for a more
specific breakdown of these interlocking components, you can see another part
of the map called the Teaching for Transfer curriculum that breaks down those
three components.

Also important in the book is a part where we review the data and trace
out the students’ use of prior knowledge. Here with your eyes that prior
knowledge occurs in three different ways. First is assemblage and an
assemblage what often occurs is students graft disconnected sometimes
arbitrary new concepts onto earlier prior knowledge. The second is a
remix or a process which students integrate new knowledge of prior
knowledge for a much more sophisticated and flexible account. And then
the last is a critical incident or more of a setback a situation where
students encounter a failure in writing and use it to retheorize their own
understanding of writing. And with each of these three uses of prior
knowledge we give specific examples from the research them from
research itself.

We also include in the appendices specific research materials, we
include the original TFT syllabus, and we include lesson plans so that
others might use an adapt from them.

Since the book has come out in 2014, we have had two other phases of
research happen so we consider the Writing Across Contexts to be the
first phase of research and with each phase of research we have been
concerned with the efficacy of the curriculum and whether or not it
could support different institutional type different student
demographics and be used in other writing classrooms. And we have
found that the TFT curriculum is in fact adaptable and can be used in
different types of an all of these different types of contexts and for more
information on each of these phases we do have a another section on
the map that goes into the institutional types, the questions that were
asked, and the specific findings so you can just click on that part of the
map to hear more.




Transfer Discussions
Statement on Writing Transfer (2011)

https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/publication
s/elon-statements/elon-statement-on-writing-transfer/

Critical Transitions: Writing and the Question of Transfer

In 2011, scholars who were engaged in writing
transfer research gathered for the Elon Research
Seminar and attended the inaugural Conference on
Writing and the Question of Transfer. At “transfer
camp” multiple collaborations, ideas for research,
edited collections and other publications, profiled
ongoing and emerging transfer research in writing
studies.



https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/publications/elon-statements/elon-statement-on-writing-transfer/
https://wac.colostate.edu/books/perspectives/ansonmoore/

Yancey &
Reflection

When reflection is woven into the
wiiting curriculum, it becomes
“discipline, a habit of

mind/spirit/ feeling that informs what
we do, always tacitly, sometimes
explicitly, and that making such
understanding explicit is a good” and
when students use reflection, they “learn
to know their work, to like it, to critique
it, to revise it, to start anew’” at the same
time they “invent [writing] identities”
(Yancey, 1998, pp. 201-202).




Transfer-Focused Teaching (Transcript)

The theory of knowledge transfer poses this crucial question: Can
such transfer be taught or is transfer accidental or ad hoc,
dependent on uncontrollable variables and the idiosyncrasies of
individual learners? The question is particularly resonant for those
who teach writing, notably through the universally required course,
first-year composition, which carries the promise of preparing
students to succeed as writers across varied contexts and
situations (see Yancey, Robertson, and Taczak for an example of
“teaching for transfer” in composition and Downs and Wardle for
their “writing about writing” curriculum). Considerations of writing
transfer has prompted reflection within the field of writing studies
as to what constitutes “threshold concepts,” concepts and ways of
knowledge at the core of a discipline (Meyer and Land; Adler-
Kassner and Wardle). To what extent does transfer depend on the
explicit teaching of those concepts?




TFT Curriculum

3 Central, Interlocking Elements

Key Terms: Eight key terms guide readings, class activities,
and major assignments. They are introduced, modeled, and
reiterated throughout the term: rhetorical situation/exigence,
audience, genre, reflection, knowledge, context, discourse
community, and purpose.

Reflection: Reiterative and intentional, reflection is designed
as a 360-degree practice in three ways: (a) through students’
reading of reflective theory; (b)through informal reflective
activities; and (c) through reiterative reflective assignments
linked to reflective activities.

Theory of Writing: Space to theorize and develop framework
by reflectively engaging key terms & their writing
experiences.

Transfer

Each element is essential for successful transfer.

Also important is the alignment of readings to your
student population.

Scaffolding the assignments should consider your
local context.

Deliberate discussion in class about how
knowledge transfer works is an important part of the
curriculum.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

Transfer of Transfer

This study engaged TFT in different types of courses
and at different institutions than our first iteration.
Findings around students’ preparation for transfer and
their adaptation of transfer principles -- the writing
transfer mindset and just-in-time concepts emerging
from this study -- informed our understanding of
students’ use of content in ways they found most
useful.

- Writing-transfer-mindset and just-in-time concepts

- Multiple institutions and types of institutions

- Multiple types of courses (FYC, technical &
professional writing)

View a related infographic
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Multiple Phases of TFT Researc
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© TFT RESEARC
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8 institutions, including
3two-year colleges,
studying FYC, upper
division writing, and

2 levels of writing
courses at 4 different 4-
yrinstitutions,
including upper-
division writing

3versions of FYC at
the same public

flagship institution +
creation of TFT

D3

The Transfer Passport:
Efficacy of the
Curriculum

The Transfer The Transfer of

Project:
Writing Across
Contexts

Transfer:
Upper Division
Courses

curriculum internships

Each Phase
Collaborated
In each new phase, Yancey guided
researchers across phases to share
results and develop nuanced
interpretation of the data.

Each Phase Developed

3 Phasesof TFT
Further

Research
From early roots in two dissertation
projects to a cross-institutional
project that spanned the nation and
types of colleges, TFT has been
explored through a variety of lenses.

In each phase of research, new
participants added framing to the
project that reflected a variety in local
contexts, further adding to study
results.




Watch on (@ YouTube

In this video, Matthew Davis and Kara Taczak discuss several TFT-related
research issues, including recent trends in TFT research, international transfer
research, and the future of TFT research.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vM2rrcmaMJDxAYfQCfMcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7y2HCr7MMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7y2HCr7MMw

Field-based Funding for Reseach

Funding TFT Research

Seeking Grants, Winning Funding, Completing Promises

IRB-approved at each phase, TFT research
involved multiple interviews, surveys, and
analysis of written work subjects produced.

Resea rch fundS from diSCipline-SpeCiﬁC CCCC Research Grants CWPA Research Grants
Multiple phases of transfer-related Council of Writing Program

sources were Central to the Completion Of research have been funded by CCCC Administrators Research Grant program
the research work across all three phases of
@

Research Grants funded some transfer-based research.

sidide " WIP|  counciorwriting
College Composition PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS
3

& Communication

TFT research.

Grants allowed for research team gatherings,
which mac]e planning and _cod.lng fu'lly. R o oWl
collaborative and resulted in richer insights Making good on the research and publication

promises to secure a grant means working as

d u ri n g a n a lyS i S, ateam to complete the project on deadline

and present results at conferences and in

eournal articles (Yancey et al. 2023)




o Research Pl

Sonja Andrus

Watch on (&2 YouTube

i

The video above discusses the phases of TFT research and the ways Kathleen
Blake Yancey ensured collaboration among the researchers, and among the
research phases.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vM2rrcmaMJDxAYfQCfMcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1WU3u-lkDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1WU3u-lkDs
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Special Issue: Writing and Transfer

Wardle, Elizabeth, ed. Special Issue: Writing and Transfer.
Composition Forum. 46 Fall 2012.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

"Consequential Transitions"

Beach, King. “Consequential Transitions: A Developmental View of
Knowledge Propagation Through Social Organizations.” Tuomi-
Grohn, Terttu, and Yrjo Engestrom, eds. Between School and Work:
New Perspectives on Transfer and Boundary-crossing. Bingley, UK:
Emerald Group Publishing, 2003. 39-61. Print.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

“Transfer of Learning.”

Perkins, D. N., & Salomon, G. (1992). Transfer of Learning. In T.
Husén, & T. N. Postlethwaite (Eds.), The International Encyclopedia
of Education (2nd ed., pp. 425-441). Oxford: Pergamon.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

Reflection in the Writing Classroom

Yancey, Kathleen Blake. Reflection in the Writing Classroom. Utah
State UP, 1998.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

“Notes toward a Theory of Prior Knowledge and
Its Role in College Composers’ Transfer of
Knowledge and Practice.”

Robertson, Liane, Kara Taczak, and Kathleen Blake Yancey. “Notes
toward a Theory of Prior Knowledge and Its Role in College
Composers’ Transfer of Knowledge and Practice.” Composition
Forum, vol. 26, 2012.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

“The Teaching for Transfer Writing
Curriculum: Supporting Student Success
through Key Terms and Reflective
Practice."

Yancey, Kathleen Blake, Matthew Davis, Liane Robertson, Kara
Taczak, and Erin Workman. “The Teaching for Transfer Writing
Curriculum: Supporting Student Success through Key Terms and
Reflective Practice." AAC&U, San Francisco, Jan. 2017.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

"The Teaching for Transfer Curriculum: The
Role of Concurrent Transfer and Inside- and
Outside-School Contexts in Supporting
Students' Writing Development.”

Yancey, Kathleen B., et al. "The Teaching for Transfer Curriculum:
The Role of Concurrent Transfer and Inside- and Outside-School
Contexts in Supporting Students' Writing Development." College
Composition and Communication, vol. 71, no. 2, 2019, pp. 268-295.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

“Writing across College: Key Terms and
Multiple Contexts as Factors Promoting
Students’ Transfer of Writing Knowledge
and Practice.”

Yancey, Kathleen Blake, Matthew Davis, Liane Robertson, Kara
Taczak, and Erin Workman. “Writing across College: Key Terms and
Multiple Contexts as Factors Promoting Students’ Transfer of

Writing Knowledge and Practice.” The WAC Journal, vol. 29, 2018,
pp. 42-63.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

Writing Across Contexts: Transfer,
Composition, and Sites of Writing

Yancey, Kathleen Blake, Liane Robertson, and Kara Taczak. Writing
Across Contexts: Transfer, Composition, and Sites of Writing. Utah
State UP, 2014.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

"The Influence of Improvement in One Mental
Function upon the Efficiency of Other
Functions."

Thorndike, Edward L., and Robert S. Woodworth. "The Influence of

Improvement in One Mental Function upon the Efficiency of Other
Functions." Psychological Review, vol. 8, no. 3, 1901, pp. 247-261.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

“Teaching Writing for Transfer: A Practical Guide
for Teachers.”

Andrus, Sonja, Sharon Mitchler, and Howard Tinberg. “Teaching
Writing for Transfer: A Practical Guide for Teachers.” Teaching
English in the Two-Year College, vol. 47, no. 1, 2019, pp. 76-89.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing

"Into the Wild: Teaching for Transfer in the Two-
Year College"

Andrus, Sonja, Sharon Mitchler, and Howard Tinberg. “Into the Wild:
Teaching for Transfer in the Two-Year College.” Composition
Studies, vol. 49, nol. 2021, pp. 14-15.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing
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- TRANSFER -
. A Research Timeline -

1. Early Research: 1901

Early research on learning transfer

done in laboratory setting
(Thorndike and Woodworth)

2. Breakthrough: 1992

Research finds that context and
the complexity of the task influence
transfer (Perkins and Salomon)

3. Role of the Social: 2003

Research finds that social

organizations influence transfer
(Beach)

4. Learner and Environment: 2012

Research finds that transfer occurs in the
interaction between learner and 8
environment (Composition Forum, volume 26)

5. Sites of Transfer: 2014

Research finds that transfer occurs across

disparate contexts (Yancey, Robertson,
Taczak)

O
=)
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b

9
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6. Readiness-to-Learn: 2024
Research finds that disposition or readiness-to- | % I
learn influences transfer (Yancey, Andrus, Davis, Q1
Mitchler, Robertson, Taczak, Tinberg, Wouldgo) ) ~— (R



Teaching for Transfer:
The Curriculum

* Key Terms: Eight key terms guide readings, class
activities, and major assignments., They are
introduced, modeled, and reiterated throughout the
term: thetorical situation/exigence, audience, genre,
reflection, knowledge, context, discourse community,

and purpose.

* Reflection: Reiterative and intentional, reflection is
designed as a 360-degree practice in three ways: (a)
through students’ reading of reflective theory;
(b)through informal reflective activities; and, and (c)
through reiterative reflective assignments linked to
reflective activities.

* Theory of Writing: Space to theorize and develop
framework by reflectively engaging key terms & their

wtiting experiences.

Transfer




Funding TFT Research

Seeking Grants, Winning Funding, Completing Promises

CCCC Research Grants

Multiple phases of transfer-related
research have been funded by CCCC
Research Grants

(C, )) College Composition

& Communication

Keeping Promises Made

Making good on the research and publication
promises to secure a grant means working as
ateam to complete the project on deadline
and present results at conferences and in
journal articles (Yancey et al. 2023)

CWPA Research Grants

Council of Writing Program
Administrators Research Grant program
funded some transfer-based research.

[’A‘iﬂ COUNCIL OF WRITING
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR
A ROG STRATORS




The Transfer The Transfer of The Transfer Passport:
Project: Transfer: Efficacy of the
Writing Across Upper Division Curriculum

Contexts Courses



3versions of FYC at 2 levels of writing 8 institutions, including
the same public courses at 4 different 4- 3 two-year colleges,

flagship institution + yr institutions, studying FYC, upper
creationof TFT including upper- division writing, and

curriculum division writing internships



3 Phases of Research Teams

RESEARCH

Each team collaborating with the next,
each iteration building on what came before

«--P

arly TFT curricular design piloted an
revised over several iterations before
finalizing for research study conducted
across multiple sections of FYC.

-

Early findings of the 2nd phase wer

shared with the new tearm members, who

brought their own experiences and plans

for adaptation to local contesxts to the
third phase of TFT research.



TFT Origins: 2008-2011

Currbculum devedoped for bwa studies: hoe conten
transfers; hoa reflection aids transfer

Key Findings = Transfer Alded By:

«  Curriculum of rhetoncal terrs sesiomakic
reflechion, theory of writieg

s VWiriting-specific condent, shodents learn to
artioulate knowledge and aim for rarefer

*  Prior knradedge rof abeoys Relpful inones

conbasts; can inbdbit trarsfor (srcey o o, Wriksg
A Teniacy, IO

TFT Curriculum

PR LT o

PP e [T

Toward Phase Two

Expanded from cne retiubondFeC cantmit bo e

ohes

= agditional irstnacions; TFT ak other sEes

= Adaptawion acras multiple conbests - FYC
wanations, upper disiskon, ared intomskips

*  Incorporating multimodal cwricular elemenis
% part of comcepbual conten

Transfer of Transfer Project: 2012-2016
Adaptation to New Institutional Sites of Research:

Waniety of instibutianal types and student populations

&daptation of currculum appropriate to bocal s2e nesds

Fole of veual rapping i tapping tacit kncwiedge |Forda Stabe Linkersiy)

IFT & concepheal base for inkbroductomny ootrse in wribing major [Umass-Boshon)

TFT & concepbual base for fechnical wntkng course (Wi kam Paterson Uneeersity of ME
Corters in FYC E0sweeck adaptation |Unkiersity of Dorser)

Key Findings:

*  Adaptable o different sites, cumriculurn, studient populabons

Shadenis have multple purposes for learning — both in and cat of schood, 2 often
COTCLETErL Ry

Studienis engege In s in-ims wating fronser [farcey s al, COC 7L, FET

Wiriting transfer mindses alkows students to reporpose knowlecige for mew winting tasks | s
ul, RAL /ovroel 23, 30U

Shucents denorstraie greater agency; e of knowledge

Demansirate their writing socabulary 1o art od ste their “urderstarcing of weiting as akaars
and at once specific and conbestual” (Farcey st o, WA karndd 5% 2 23, 100

Shuadent-centered model, ratFer than dasroom at cenber; chssroom & one ste of muki
corietual weiting oevelsoment wethin shudents’ writing lses (2.5 Yanooy o ., 20022

Toward Phase Three
A instiltional i what miys dews TFT help
bppasi, posulalicm, Wudenls tramdir koo
e ar iy Mo ard prasticim ol writiog scrow
Eedra phi vty o T
“w F F

THT adaghabli o widir range ol

Writing Passport Project: 2017-2019
Adn:hhnnil Sites/Types:

Siudy Ireobees 3 community cofleges and 5 fourssear
instibatiores of vanous beoes

v Supoorted bty research grants from OO00C and OWPS

+  Explored adapiasiity and value of TFT invery diHeem
contesxts, a5 wel 2= ways Emight be adapted further

I{E1|r Findings:

TFT approach supports diverse studenis ariing i different
ournioul o comtests, ot btk bwo- and four-ser instiboiones

»  Fesdbliby of TFT curnculum aliows for albernate
ApDroaCneE o assgnmenEs and readngs. cbho [Andrus et
al, HLEL amd 2015 Tinburg ¢t al., 2031

v TFT aligns with shudonis’ arEing descdopment, which
geoars in mukiphe comests, both in scohool and out,
concurrenty (a5 found In Prase

« Students’ readiness for oodiege writhng {Yanoey e al., 2023)
is cormeried bo weiting procesees and wilingness to
engage withwriting concopis

*  Readiness tolearn provides a framesor dor undesstanding
and asskfing studenis in navigaiing aoross varkous ool lege
wetiing conbexds

Future TFT Research

= Camtinued adaptabion to diverse range of oonbests,
pwrposes, discipknes, sites

* imterchangeatality of TFT elements

= Irstructor support or professional desedopment for
curricubam adaptations andor program adootion,



