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Transfer has been studied for over a century. Understanding the history of the road 

to the TFT curriculum, and Yancey's other work in transfer-related research, is 

essential. Click the link above to view the full infographic.

Understanding a Research Timeline



TRANSCRIPT FOR WRITING ACROSS 

CONTEXTS

Hello! I am going to be talking about Writing Across Context, a book near dear 
and to my heart, as I am one of the co-authors on it. I am Kara Taczak, the other 
co-authors are Kathleen Blake Yancey and Liane Robertson.
 
The book is about to turn 10 years old in 2024 so we're about to celebrate this 
big milestone for it celebrating the decade anniversary of it coming up here so 
very exciting for that, and so I'm just gonna get into a quick overview summary 
of what the book is all about and touch on a couple other quick points about it.
 
The first thing that I wanted to mention is the book one two national awards, the 
first was the Council of Writing Program Administrators Best Book Award in 2016, 
and it also won the Conference College Composition and Communication 
Research Impact award in 2015, so very exciting to have one both of those 
awards. So what is the book about? Well we focused on three first year 
composition curricular to determine the e�icacy of each finding that one them, 
The TFT or Teaching for Transfer curriculum, supported students transfer of 
writing knowledge and practice and ways of the other curriculum one and 
expressive is curriculum and the other a media cultural studies curriculum did 
not. It also provides a pretty comprehensive view of the research on transfer of 
writing knowledge and practice in that moment so in 2014. Additionally, it also 
provides the three signature interlocking components of TFT, the first being the 
key terms, the second systematic focus on reflection, which includes readings 
and activities and assignment, and the third the studentʼs development of a 
theory writing that they can use to frame new writing situations. And for a more 
specific breakdown of these interlocking components, you can see another part 
of the map called the Teaching for Transfer curriculum that breaks down those 
three components. 

Also important in the book is a part where we review the data and trace 
out the studentsʼ use of prior knowledge. Here with your eyes that prior 
knowledge occurs in three di�erent ways. First is assemblage and an 
assemblage what o�en occurs is students gra� disconnected sometimes 
arbitrary new concepts onto earlier prior knowledge. The second is a 
remix or a process which students integrate new knowledge of prior 
knowledge for a much more sophisticated and flexible account. And then 
the last is a critical incident or more of a setback a situation where 
students encounter a failure in writing and use it to retheorize their own 
understanding of writing. And with each of these three uses of prior 
knowledge we give specific examples from the research them from 
research itself.
 
We also include in the appendices specific research materials, we 
include the original TFT syllabus, and we include lesson plans so that 
others might use an adapt from them.
 
Since the book has come out in 2014, we have had two other phases of 
research happen so we consider the Writing Across Contexts to be the 
first phase of research and with each phase of research we have been 
concerned with the e�icacy of the curriculum and whether or not it 
could support di�erent institutional type di�erent student 
demographics and be used in other writing classrooms. And we have 
found that the TFT curriculum is in fact adaptable and can be used in 
di�erent types of an all of these di�erent types of contexts and for more 
information on each of these phases we do have a another section on 
the map that goes into the institutional types, the questions that were 
asked, and the specific findings so you can just click on that part of the 
map to hear more.
 



Statement on Writing Transfer (2011)

Transfer Discussions

https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/publication

s/elon-statements/elon-statement-on-writing-transfer/

In 2011, scholars who were engaged in writing 

transfer research gathered for the Elon Research 

Seminar and attended the inaugural Conference on 

Writing and the Question of Transfer. At “transfer 

camp” multiple collaborations, ideas for research, 

edited collections and other publications, pro�led 

ongoing and emerging transfer research in writing 

studies.

Critical Transitions: Writing and the Question of Transfer

https://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/publications/elon-statements/elon-statement-on-writing-transfer/
https://wac.colostate.edu/books/perspectives/ansonmoore/




Transfer-Focused Teaching (Transcript)

The theory of knowledge transfer poses this crucial question: Can 

such transfer be taught or is transfer accidental or ad hoc, 

dependent on uncontrollable variables and the idiosyncrasies of 

individual learners? The question is particularly resonant for those 

who teach writing, notably through the universally required course, 

�rst-year composition, which carries the promise of preparing 

students to succeed as writers across varied contexts and 

situations (see Yancey, Robertson, and Taczak for an example of 

“teaching for transfer” in composition and Downs and Wardle for 

their “writing about writing” curriculum). Considerations of writing 

transfer has prompted re�ection within the �eld of writing studies 

as to what constitutes “threshold concepts,” concepts and ways of 

knowledge at the core of a discipline (Meyer and Land; Adler-

Kassner and Wardle). To what extent does transfer depend on the 

explicit teaching of those concepts?



Each element is essential for successful transfer.

Also important is the alignment of readings to your 

student population.

Sca�olding the assignments should consider your 

local context.

Deliberate discussion in class about how 

knowledge transfer works is an important part of the 

curriculum.

Key Terms: Eight key terms guide readings, class activities, 

and major assignments. They are introduced, modeled, and 

reiterated throughout the term: rhetorical situation/exigence, 

audience, genre, re�ection, knowledge, context, discourse 

community, and purpose.

Re�ection: Reiterative and intentional, re�ection is designed 

as a 360-degree practice in three ways: (a) through students’ 

reading of re�ective theory; (b)through informal re�ective 

activities; and (c) through reiterative re�ective assignments 

linked to re�ective activities.

Theory of Writing: Space to theorize and develop framework 

by re�ectively engaging key terms & their writing 

experiences.

3 Central, Interlocking Elements

TFT Curriculum

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w6jl5RNu1Pvu-78R3a-ySC-jvINr0vjN/view?usp=sharing


Transfer of Transfer

View a related infographic

This study engaged TFT in di�erent types of courses 

and at di�erent institutions than our �rst iteration. 

Findings around students’ preparation for transfer and 

their adaptation of transfer principles -- the writing 

transfer mindset and just-in-time concepts emerging 

from this study -- informed our understanding of 

students’ use of content in ways they found most 

useful.

- Writing-transfer-mindset and just-in-time concepts

- Multiple institutions and types of institutions

- Multiple types of courses (FYC, technical & 

professional writing)



https://etsy.me/47JheHY


In each new phase, Yancey guided 

researchers across phases to share 

results and develop nuanced 

interpretation of the data.

Each Phase 

Collaborated

In each phase of research, new 

participants added framing to the 

project that re�ected a variety in local 

contexts, further adding to study 

results.

Each Phase Developed 

Further

From early roots in two dissertation 

projects to a cross-institutional 

project that spanned the nation and 

types of colleges, TFT has been 

explored through a variety of lenses.

3 Phases of TFT 

Research

Multiple Phases of TFT Research



In this video, Matthew Davis and Kara Taczak discuss several TFT-related 

research issues, including recent trends in TFT research, international transfer 

research, and the future of TFT research.

Sonja Andrus

Some Final Thoughts on TFT with Matthew Davis and Kara Some Final Thoughts on TFT with Matthew Davis and Kara 

Watch on

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vM2rrcmaMJDxAYfQCfMcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7y2HCr7MMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7y2HCr7MMw


Field-based Funding for Reseach

IRB-approved at each phase, TFT research 
involved multiple interviews, surveys, and 
analysis of written work subjects produced.
 
Research funds from discipline-specific 
sources were central to the completion of 
the research work across all three phases of 
TFT research.
 
Grants allowed for research team gatherings, 
which made planning and coding fully 
collaborative and resulted in richer insights 
during analysis.



The video above discusses the phases of TFT research and the ways Kathleen 

Blake Yancey ensured collaboration among the researchers, and among the 

research phases. 

Sonja Andrus

Research Phases Build Collaboratively Upon ThemselvesResearch Phases Build Collaboratively Upon Themselves

Watch on

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8vM2rrcmaMJDxAYfQCfMcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1WU3u-lkDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1WU3u-lkDs
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